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" And when you become king, my brother, you
must have me as prime minister. What do you
say ?" Chikdeva was a lad of spirit and agreed
to all the suggestions made by this elder, including
the proposal that he would make him his minister.
The last promise was no doubt made in play at
the time. When a few years had passed it looked
quite likely that Chikdeva would succeed to the
throne. On that occasion, however, the kingship
went to a cousin. But very soon after that the
cousin died, leaving the way to the throne open to
Chikdeva. The youth became the ruler of Mysore
and, remembering the promise he had made to
Vishalaksha, appointed him his prime minister.

It is now a fact of history that Chikdevaraja
Wadiyar was a great King. It was he that gave
a definitive boundary to the land that came under
Mysore and obtained for the State recognition
and kingly courtesy from the Moghul Empire. He
realised that a full treasury was the surest guaran-
tee of success in administration and kept the
streams that flowed into it from becoming dry.
In his own lifetime those streams became ever-
flowing rivers. Chikdeva created facilities for the
cultivation of land and for transport in his terri-
tories far in advance of the practice of his time.
In all this task as ruler he was guided and assisted